GREENPEACE

France: Climate killer No. 8

Greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions: 563 million t GHG
418 million t Carbon dioxide

With this figure, France’s greenhouse gas emissions are just slightly below Italy’s and 8" in the
G8.

“Sugarcoated” per capita emissions: Approx. 7t CO,

France’s per-capita emissions are twice the worldwide average and they come at high price: 78
percent of French electricity comes from dangerous nuclear power plants, that make moving to a
truly climate-friendly decentralized energy system all the more difficult.

Stagnating trend: 1.4 percent reduction

Emissions of the principal gas, carbon dioxide rose by 5.7 percent from 1990 to 2005. However,
France reduced its overall greenhouse gas emissions minimally by 1.4 percent over the same
period. Improvements achieved in industry, energy production and agriculture were cancelled out
by a deterioration in transportation and in the residential sector. The transport sector is a
particular worry: In France, cars are the source of 34 percent of carbon dioxide emissions
(emissions growth to 2005: 19.1 percent).

Political will: too weak

France ratified the Kyoto Protocol in 2002. A French “Plan climat” envisages eight pillars with five
key integrated measures (biofuels, energy labelling, CO, bonus-penalty scheme, tax incentives,
sustainable air-conditioning systems). This plan is too weak to effectively combat climate change.
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Source: Ziesing, Hans-Joachim: Trotz Klimaschutzabkommen: Weltweit steigende CO,-Emissionen, DIW Berlin
Wochenbericht 35/2006.
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Source: own calculation, from Ziesing, Hans-Joachim: Trotz Klimaschutzabkommen: Weltweit steigende CO,-
Emissionen, DIW Berlin Wochenbericht 35/2006 und World Development Report 2006, Weltbank
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